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ANNEX 1

CENTRAL OXFORD - AMENDMENT TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ORDER TO PERMIT CAMERA ENFORCEMENT

No.
Respondent
Support
Comments
Officer Comments

1
Resident
No
The proposal to alter bus lanes creates an opportunity to enhance road safety by allowing motorcycles to use the bus lanes.  Encouraging people to use two wheeled transport is more environmentally friendly and does not obstruct buses.

I presume that there will be automatic fines if one enters a bus lane to avoid another vehicle or forced into it by circumstances beyond your control.


The proposals only relate to the restricted streets in the city centre which because of their nature additional traffic in them would have a detrimental effect on their operation.  The locations are on the periphery of the city centre and in effect prevent through traffic from using it.

This type of problem could be encountered when/if camera enforcement is extended to the bus lanes on the radial routes.  However the technology being proposed for the city centre would record the passage of a vehicle before, during and after any contravention.  If a driver could not avoid entering a bus lane for a very short distance it is unlikely that any enforcement action would be taken, protocol is being drawn up to cover these issues.






Most bus lanes are only of use during the rush hour, the rest of the time they are a waste of space and cause hazards as witnessed by the frustration of motorists forced to follow vehicles travelling in the middle of the road whilst the bus lane is empty (contrary to the Highway Code).


Bus lanes operate over 24 hours as it has been found that it removes the confusion at the changeover times as to whether or not a vehicle other than a bus should be in the bus lane.  Also with reduced flows for general traffic outside the peak periods the need for additional capacity is not as great as during them.  It should also be noted that bus flows are as high off peak as they are in the peak period and that the time of general traffic peaks are spreading over longer periods.



2
Cyclox
Yes
The proposal to use CCTV enforcement is welcome.


Noted.

3
Thames Valley Police
Yes
No objections to the proposals.
Noted.
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